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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
1211 South Russell Road, Russell, Ontario K4R 1E5
Principal:  Mr. Danny Palumbo  
Vice-Principal: Mr. Dean Doucette
Phone Number: 613-445-0810  
Fax Number: 613-445-1520
www.sta-russell.com
Friday, November 2, 2018
Dear Parents/Guardians,

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic High School is pleased to share with you an opportunity for an exchange program which will take place during Semester 2 of the 2018-2019 school year.  All Grade 11 students are eligible to participate in the program.  Below, you will find a description of the program and information about the application process.
Description of the Exchange Program

Once again this year, Fulbright Canada, in league with the Boston Public School Board, has offered STA the opportunity to send ten Grade 11 students to Boston for 7 days and host ten Grade 11 students from Tech Boston Academy during Semester 2. Last year, 10 of our current Grade 12 students participated in the program, and it was a great success and an experience of a lifetime.

The lead teachers from STA are Danik Lafleur and David Brookes, both of whom will travel to Boston and help organize the visit of Tech Boston Academy students.  As they did last year, they are working with two teachers from Tech Boston Academy to organize the programming and the logistics of the exchange.
The students, who are chosen for the exchange program, will travel to Boston in the spring (dates to be determined but likely April).  In Boston, students will attend classes at Tech Boston Academy and tour the city of Boston with ten students from this school.  Each STA student will stay with a host family for the duration of his/her stay in Boston.  This host family will provide a bed for the student as well as meals; the host family will also incorporate our students into their family routine in the evening (when a group activity has not been scheduled).  The teachers and students of Tech Boston Academy will prepare an itinerary our STA students will follow.  
Also in the spring (dates to be determined but likely May), the ten exchange participants from Tech Boston Academy will travel to Russell and participate in classes and excursions which will be organized by the STA teachers and students who are participating in the program.  Each Tech Boston Academy student will stay with a host family from STA.  (In other words, to be eligible to participate in the program, each STA student must be willing and able to host a student from Tech Boston Academy.)   During their visit to our school, the STA participants will accompany the Tech Boston Academy students on excursions, which will take place in Ottawa and perhaps even Montreal.
Cost of the Exchange Program

Luckily, Fulbright has afforded STA a budget which will cover the cost of both the travel and the excursions for the exchange program.  There will be some costs which must be incurred by the host families, however.  For example, each host family must provide meals for their exchange student.  Moreover, host families are encouraged to plan some activities during their exchange student’s stay.  More information on costs associated with the program will be made available to parents during an information session in the evening (see Next Steps below).
Other Requirements

In addition to hosting a student from Tech Boston Academy, each student must have a passport.  Students will also be asked to commit to the program.  Because they will miss an entire week of class during the visit to Boston and will miss several classes during the Tech Boston Academy visit to Russell, our STA participants must be responsible students who have demonstrated a commitment to and evidence of academic success.  This will be an important factor when the lead teachers and the principal of STA select the ten participants from the pool of applicants.

Application to the Exchange Program

Students who wish to apply must provide the following:
· a student letter describing why he/she is interested in the program and why he/she is a strong candidate to participate in the program;

· a family letter describing the family’s abilities to host a Tech Boston Academy student and to provide a welcoming, accommodating and secure environment for the student. (Please note that additional documentation must be provided and completed once the student has been chosen to participate in the program.) 
Next Steps

Students are asked to declare their interest in the program by Monday, November 12.  They can do so by adding their name to the sign-up sheet outside Room 126.  There will be an information session for families at 6:00pm on Tuesday, November 13 in the school library). The deadline to submit the application is Friday, November 30. 

If you have any questions about the program before information session, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Lafleur by e-mail (Danik.Lafleur@cdsbeo.on.ca).
Yours in Catholic education,

Danny Palumbo
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